SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 23 MAY 2021 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............455 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on 
HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is 
relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded 
from the League website at www.sarl.org.za while the text bulletin can be down- 
loaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin.wordpress.com/. To join the MailChimp 
bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 

THE 2 M NEW GENERATION BEACON INSTALLED AT BETHLEHEM 
THE WEST RAND BOOT SALE ON 5 JUNE 

and 

HF RADARS CONTINUE TO BE TROUBLEMAKERS 

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
THE 2 M NEW GENERATION BEACON INSTALLED AT BETHLEHEM 


On Wednesday 19 May, Brian, ZS6YZ and Danie, ZR6AGB travelled to Bethle- 
hem and with the assistance of Rickus, ZS4A, replaced the current CW beacon 
with the new generation beacon. Already some patterns where there is better 
propagation towards Gauteng in the late afternoon and early evening are be- 
ing seen. Listen out for ZSOBET on 144,425 MHz. Brian will be giving more 
information in the Focus on VHF insert of Amateur Radio Today this morning. 


Currently the Next Generation Beacon fund stands at R12 850. Thank you to 
all who have donated to the fund. The next project is the Karoo beacon for 
which around R30 000 is required. Your donation will make the difference. You 
can donate by credit card by visiting www.amsatsa.org.za and click on one of 
the payment buttons to donate R50, R250 or R1 000. It will take you to the 
Payfast website where you can enter your credit card details. Payfast is South 
Africa’s largest and safest payment channel. Please enter your call sign as part 
of the surname. 


SARL 100 WORKING GROUP 


We wish to thank Gert Botha, ZS6GC, Cor Rademeyer, ZS6CR and Anette 
Jacobs, ZR6D for their hard work in capturing, scanning and publishing all the 
editions of Radio ZS since 1947 to date to make available to members on the 
SARL website. The project nears completion. However, the following editions 


are still missing - January to June 1951; August to December 1951; May 1955 
and April 1975. 


We appeal to anyone who may assist with these outstanding editions to contact 
the SARL historian, Karel Bezuidenhout, ZS6WN via e-mail archives@Qsarl.org. 
za. The team is also in the process of compiling a master index of all articles 
published in Radio ZS over the years. 


THE CQ WPX CW CONTEST NEXT WEEKEND 


The CQ WPX CW Contest will run from 00:00 UTC on Saturday 29 May to 
23:59 UTC on Sunday 30 May with activity on 160 to 10 metres. The object 
is to work as many prefixes as possible. The exchange is an RST report plus a 
progressive contact serial number starting with 001 for the first contact. Visit 
www.cqwpx.com/rules.htm for the full set of rules. 


THE WEST RAND BOOT SALE ON 5 JUNE 


The West Rand Club will be holding its next boot sale on Saturday 5 June 
with the gates opening at 09:30. To book a stand, contact Phillip, ZS6PVT on 
mobile 083 267 3835. The Boot Sale takes place at the Clubhouse in Kroton 
Street, Weltevreden Park, so wear your mask. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 


HF RADARS CONTINUE TO BE TROUBLEMAKERS, IARU REGION 1 
MONITORING SERVICE SAYS 


The biggest headache for International Amateur Radio Union Region 1 Monitor- 
ing Service participants continues to be HF over-the-horizon radars (OTH-Rs). 
Already an interference issue for several years, OTH-R activity seems to be mul- 
tiplying exponentially. Most of the stations are located in China and Russia. 
”The same troublemakers every month, the OTH-Rs are by far the most trou- 
blesome!” said IARUMS Coordinator Peter Jost, HB9CET, in the April edition 
of the IARUMS Monthly Newsletter. 


Monitor reports from Europe and Africa showed OTH-R signals littering the 
20-metre phone band, with some also showing up as high as 15 metres, as well 
as down on 40 metres and lower. These include the infamous ”Foghorn” OTH-R, 
so-called because of the sound of the approximately 10 kHz wide transmissions, 
mostly in short bursts. The Russian Kontayner OTH-R has also been spotted on 
20 metres and elsewhere, generating an approximately 12 kHz bandwidth signal. 
”What is always surprising is how strongly intruders from the Far East can be 
heard in IARU Region 1, sometimes even during the day in the 40-metre band, 
e.g., the 160 kHz wideband radar or also some other radars like the Foghorn’ 
or similar,” Jost said. 


A newcomer of sorts has been Super Dual Auroral Radar Network (SuperDARN) 
HF radar signals causing interference to radio amateurs on 14,210 MHz and pos- 
sibly elsewhere. The SuperDARN system is an international scientific radar net- 
work consisting of 35 HF radars in both the Northern and Southern Hemispheres. 


These radars are primarily used to map high-latitude plasma convection in the 
F region of the ionosphere, but they are also used to study a wider range of 
geospace phenomena, including geomagnetic storms. 


SuperDARN network radars look into Earth’s upper atmosphere and operate 
continuously to observe the motion of charged particles (plasma) in the iono- 
sphere and other effects that provide scientists with information on Earth’s 
space environment. Knowledge gained from this work provides insight into 
space weather hazards, including radiation exposure for high-altitude travellers 
and disruptions to communication networks, navigation systems (GPS) and 
electrical power grids. 


CONTEST NEWS 


Four logs were received for the Early Morning Coffee Sprint held on Wednesday 
12 May — it is tough getting up before 5 AM to participate in a contest, as it is 
dark and cold outside! 


1st Chris, ZS6CPA - 19 points 
2™4 Kobus, ZS6BOS - 17 points 
3™¢ Johann, ZS4DZ - 9 points 
4th Gert, ZS6GRT - 4 points 


June is a busy month with a variety of contests to suit everybody. On 5 June you 
can participate in the SARL VHF/UHF FM QSO Party. For the Youngsters, 
there is the Hammies Sprint on 13 June and the SARL Youth Sprint on 16 June. 
On 19 June, the third leg of the SARL 40 m Grid Square Sprint takes place and 
then from 21 to 25 June, it is the SARL Top Band QSO party, so get your 160 
m antenna into the air. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at 
low levels. There is currently a single sunspot region with a simple magnetic 
configuration visible and no solar flaring is expected. If you want to do your 
own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week 
will be around one. The 15 to 30 m bands may provide some good DX fun, 
at sunrise, and especially during the late afternoons. Please visit the website 
spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 


25 May - Africa Day; the Secunda ARC meeting 
26 May - Full Moon and a Total Lunar Eclipse 
29 and 30 May — the CQ WPX CW Contest 


5 June — the World Environmental Day, the SARL VHF/UHF QSO Party, the 
West Rand Boot Sale and the Durban ARC meeting 


13 June — the Hammies Sprint 

14 - West Rand meeting 

15 - PEARS and Border ARC meetings 

16 June — Youth Day and the SARL Youth Sprint 

17 June — World QRP Day 

19 June — the SARL 40 m Grid Square Sprint 

19 and 20 June — the All Asian CW Contest 

20 June — Father’s Day 

To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


On Wednesday 19 May, Brian, ZS6YZ and Danie, ZR6AGB travelled to Bethle- 
hem and, with the assistance of Rickus, ZS4A, replaced the current CW beacon 
with the new generation beacon. Listen out for ZSOBET on 144,425 MHz. Brian 
will be giving more information in the Focus on VHF insert of Amateur Radio 
Today this morning. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to be included in the bulletin should reach the news team no later 
than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio pro- 
gramme, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard 
on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by 
courtesy of Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments, and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, edited 
by Dave Reece, ZS1DFR and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


